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a once-varied family of primates c:
ominidae. In different places over the pasl
% or seven million years, gl oups of early
minids adapted to their ha
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& the first hominid fossil was recognized
1856, thousands of others representing marny
stinct species have been discovered Using
array of techmgues to analyze these fossils,
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lecanthropologists continually develop a

tter understanding of the history of human
Jution, represented here as a “family tree.
fossil finds and new technologies prormise
refine the tree even further
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READING THE TREE
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