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Phillip Toblas has malntained the The discovery of the primitive A.

Richard Leakey

According to Richard Leokey the

troditional view thaot South African A. afarensis fossils at Hodar and Laetoll Homo ond Austrolopithecus lines diverged
africanys was the common ancestor of Homo prompted Johanson and White In 1979 to from one another before 4 milllon years
and the highly speciallzed "robust” hypothesize that this specles was the ago. The fosslls from Hodar aond Loetoll
Australopithecus species., A. robustus and common ancestor of the Homo and "robust” - attributed to the specles A. ofarensis
A. bolsel. He also concludes that the Australopithecys lineoges. A major de- by Johanson and White - are seen by

ﬁ. gfgrensis fossils from the sites of parture from the traditional Interpretation Leakey as representing two specles, one
Hadar and Laetoli are East African (os represented by Toblas’s view) was thelr of Homo and another of Australoplthecus.
representatives of this common ancestral - placement of A. africanus on the “robust” In agreement with Johanson and White,
species, Toblas's evolutionary scheme line, thereby removing It from the ancestry Leakey belleves A. africanus was separate
implles a relatively late origin for the of Homo. Johanson and White belleve the I ' from the maln line leading to modern
Homo 1ineage, obout 2.0-2.5 milllon vears Homo 1 ineage diverged from an A, afarensis- humans.

l1ke ancestor about 3.0 milllon years ago.
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