mE SARLIEST sl ididALS
AROSE FROM THERAPSIDS IN LATE TRIASSIC TIME

THEIR REMAINS ARE SMALL AND VERY RARE,

MOSTLY TEETH AND FRAGMENTS OF
SKULLS AND LIMBS. THEY DIVERSIFIED
SOMEWHAT THROUGH THE REST OF

THE LVING

‘f‘”l"'f".i:' Uﬁu‘-‘ THE MESOZOIC, AND SEVERAL
St 4 et GROUPS ARE RECOGNIZED.
ALMOEBT UNENOWN AS FOSBILS, S50 OF

LUNCERTAIN AMNCEETRY THE EGG-=LAYING

MAMMALE ARE CONFINED TO AUSTRALIA. THOUGH . el S50
PRIMITIVE AND REPTILE-LIKE, IN SOME RESPECTS GNE GROUP OF MESOLOIG

THEY ARE HIGHLY SPECIALIZED TO A MODE OF LIFE MAWMMALS IS OF PRIMARY
e IMPORTANCE AS BEING

PROBABLY ANCESTRAL
TO ALL LIVING MAMMALS
(EXCEPT PERHAPE THE

MONQOTREMES).
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Al O U LY, THE POUCHED MAMMALS,
RIGINATED IN THE CRETACEQUS FROM PANTOTHERES.
LONG WITH THE PLACENTAL MAMMALS.

THE EARLY MARSUPIALE WERE ABUMNDAMNT AND OF MEARLY
WORLDWIDE |:'|"F.|E1 ITION. EXCEPT IN THE AMERICAS AMND
] _.___MEEE: WITH THE SPREAD OF MORE
WITHOUT SUCH COMPETITION, THEY
--H DIVE Hbi: ED. ADAP 5 TO MANY ENVIROM-

N S0UTH AMERICA AND ALUSTRALIA
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